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There is a difference in the name of the city, which Fa-
Hian gives as She-wei, while Hwen Thsang writes it, as correct-
ly as is possible in Chinese syllables, She-lo-fa-si-ti or Srftvasti
But this difference is more apparent than real, as there can be
little doubt that Sfiewei is only a slight alteration of the abbre-
viated Pali form of Sewet, for S&watthi, which is found in most
of the Ceylonese books. Similarly the modern name of Sdhet
is evidently only a variation of the Pali Sdwet. The other
name of Mdhtt I am unable to explain; but it is perhaps only
the usual rhyming addition of which the Hindus are so fond,
as in ulfa'pulta, or "topsy-turvy," which many people say is
the true meaning of Stihet-rnQjiet, in allusion to the utter ruin
of the whole place." But some say the name was originally Srf-
tnet, and as this form seems to be a corruption of Sewet, it is
probable that Sahet-Mahet is only a lengthened pronunciation
of Set-met. One man alone, a Muhammadan in charge of the
tomb of Pir Barana close to the ruined city, affirmed that the
true name was Sdvitri, which is so close to the correct Pali
form of Sdwatthi as to leave but little doubt that it preserves
the original name of the place.
Hwen Thsang assigns to the kingdom of Srdvasti a circuit
of 4000 lit or 667 miles, which is about double the actual size
of the territory lying between the GhSgra river and the foot of
the mountains; but as he assigns the same dimensions to the
territory of Nepfcl, it is probable that in his time the two west-
ern districts of Malbhum and Kh^chi, in the hills to the north,
may at that time have belonged to Srivasti. The territory
of Srivasti would thus have comprised all the country lying
between the Himalaya mountains and the Ghigra river, from
the Karnili river on the west to the mountain ofDhaolagiri
and Faizibid on the east. The circuit of this tract about
600 miles, or very nearly the same as the estimated measure-
ment of Hwen Thsang,
19.   KAPILi.
From Srivasti both of the Chinese pilgrims proceeded